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Election of Representatives to the 
General Council 


The election to the General Council of the 
sixteen representatives of the cultural organi- 
sations inthe country is now complete. The 
following have been elected : 


Hindustani Music: 1. Shri B.R. Deodhar. 
2. Shri Onkarnath Thakur. 
3. Shri Basant Rao Rajo- 
padhye. 
Karnatic Music : 1. Smt. G. Channamma. 
2. Shri R. Chandrasekha- 
raiah. 
Dance : 1, Shri Hari Uppal. 
2. Smt. Rukmini Devi 
Arundale. 
3. Smt. T. Balasaraswathy. 
Drama: 1. Shri P.S. Patke. 
2. Shri B. Kanakalingesh- 
wara Rao. 
Films : 1. Shri §.S. Vasan. 
Others : . Thakur Jaidev Singh. 


. Prof. P. Sambamoorthy. 
. Dr, V. Raghavan. 

. Shri $.S. Bodas. 

. Smt. Vindhyavasini 


Un Bb & De 


Devi. 


National Dance Festival 


The first National Dance Festival sponsored 
by the Akadami and organised by Bharatiya Kala 
Kendra, was held at Delhi from 2nd November 
1955 to 12th December, 1955. Like the previous 
two National Festivals of Music and Drama, the 
National Dance Festival was also inaugurated 
by the Rashtrapati. 


The festival was a unique event in the 
history of Indian Dance. For the first time an 
attempt was made to bring together at one place 
leading exponents of the four classical styles. 
Bharatnatyam was represented by Smt. Balasara- 
swathy, Smt. Mrinalini Sarabhai, Smt. Shanta 


Rao and Smt. Rita; Kathak by Shri Shambhu 
Maharaj, Shri Brij Mohan Maharaj and 
Kumari Roshan; Kathakali by Guru Kunju 
Kurup and his troupe and Shri Chatunni 
Panikkar, Kalamandalam Krishna Nair and 
group. For Manipuri two troupes, one of 
Nrityashram, Imphal and the other selected 
and nominated by Manipur State Government, 
participated. Besides the classical styles, tradi- 
tional dance forms were also represented. 
Troupes of Chhau dancers from Seraikella and 
Mayurbhanj, Odissi dancers from Orissa, 
Jhumura dancers from Assam and Kuchipudi 
dancers from Andhra participated. The Delhi 
Ballet Group and Lok Kala Mandal, Udaipur, 
presented modern compositions. Thus the 
Festival, which lasted for forty days, covered 
all classical and traditional dance forms. 


Delegation of Uzbek Artists 


A delegation of folk dancers and musicians 
from Uzbekistan in the Soviet Union, arrived in 
this country as guests of the Government of 
India. The Sangeet Natak Akadami organised 
a reception to the delegation and also arranged, 
on behalf of the Ministry of Education, a perfor- 
mance of Indian dance and music in honour 
of the guests. Both the performance and the 
reception were held at the Talkatora Gardens. 
As a token of regard and friendship the 
Akadami presented some gifts to the delegation. 
An album of coloured photographs of Indian 
dances was presented to the leader of the 
Delegation, while to individual artists albums 
of black and white pictures were presented. 


‘The Akadami presented each of the lady artistes 
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a scarf, a choli, a walnut carved tray and 
bangles. To the delegation as a whole the 
Akadami presented tape recordings of folk music 
from Himachal Pradesh, Kashmir, Manipur, 
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh (Kumaon), Andhra and 
Cutch, and also costumes of Manipuri, Ras, 
Rajasthani Ghumar and Kathiawadi Garba 
dances, The programme of Indian music and 
dance presented to the delegation included 
Manipuri Ras, Rajasthani Kathputli_ and 
Ghumar, Tribal dances of Bastar Marias of 
Madhya Pradesh and of Manipuri Nagas 
and Kathak dance by Brij Mohan Maha- 
raj. An item each of Sufiana Kalam and other 





songs from Kashmir and an instrumental en- 
semble were also. presented. Bhangra dances 
from the Punjab and the Ghumar dance of 
Rajasthan were also performed before the 
Delegation at a reception organised by various 
cultural institutions of Delhi. One of the most 
outstanding features of the reception and wel- 
come accorded to this delegation, was the 
performance of the famous Bharatpur drummers 
when the delegation arrived at the Safdarjang 
Airport. 


Gifts from China 


During the summer 1955 a delegation of 
Indian artistes and musicians was sent to 
Chita. With the delegation, the Chairman of 
the Sangeet Natak Akadami, Justice P.V. Raja- 
mannar, had sent his greetings and gifts to the 
Chinese academies of dance, drama and music. 


In reciprocation, the Central Theatrical 
Academy, Peking, and Central Ensemble, 
Peking, have not only sent their warm greetings, 
but also a large number of Chinese musical 
instruments and books, a list of which is being 
published elsewhere in this Bulletin. 


These gifts were duly presented to the 
Akadami by Mr. Lin Lin, the Chinese Cultural 
Counsellor, at a reception held by the Akadami. 
Elsewhere we are also publishing the speech of 
Mr. Lin Lin. The Akadami organised a short 
programme of Indian dance and music for the 
occasion, in which two members of the Chinese 
Embassy staff also contributed items of Chinese 
instrumental music. 


‘Art in Cinema’ : 


HE Akadami organised an __ interesting 
talk on ‘Artin Cinema’ by Miss Marie 

: Seton, one of the foremost lecturers on 
film, associated with the British Film Institute, 
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London. The talk, which we are reproducing 
elsewhere, was illustrated with pieces from some 
of the outstanding artistic films made in Europe 
and America, Particularly the sequences from 
Eisenstein’s film ‘Time In The Sun’ were 
exquisite and were very much appreciated. 


Folk Dance Festival: 


As in previous years, the Folk Dance 
Festival was held during the Republic 

Day Celebrations. The following dances 
were presented during in the two performances 
put up at the National Stadium : 


1, Assam . Laho and dance of 
Hunter Jaintia Hills. 

2. Bihar . Jitia dance of the 
Oraons. 

3. Bombay . Deepak dance of Maha- . 
rashtra and Hali dance 
of Gujerat. 

4. Himachal Pradesh Chini Dance. 

5. Hyderabad .. Dandari Dance. 

6. Jammu & Kashmir Ladakhi Dance. 

7. Madhya Pradesh Karma Dance of the 
Baigas. 

8. Madras ... Kalgushattu and other 
dances of Kotas and 
Todas. 

9. Manipur . Pheichak Naga Dance 
and Chongba Dance. 

10. Mysore ... Dolu Kunitha 

11. NEFA . War Dance. 

12. Orissa ... Ghumra. 

13. Pepsu . Ludi Dance. ' 

14. Punjab . Jhumar of Hoshiarpur 
and Karthi of Kulu 
Valley. e 

15. Rajasthan . Kachighodi. 


16. Saurashtra .. Dandia Ras. 

17. Sikkim ... Dam-Fu and Shap Doh. 

18. Travancore-Cochin Velakali and the dance 
of the Moplas. 

19. Vindhya Pradesh Shaila Dance. 

20. West Bengal _... Dance of the Lamas. 


Thus in all about twenty-six different groups 
from twenty States participated in that unique 
feast of colour, movement and music. A panel 
of judges, consisting of Smt. Indira Gandhi and 
Shri M. S. Kallianpurkar, judged the Jitia 
dance of the Oraons from Bihar as the best, 
from the point of view of authenticity, purity of 
costume, movement and presentation and of 
general aesthetic appeal. They were accordingly 
awarded the Akadami’s Trophy for the year. 
The Karma Dance of Baigas from Madhya 
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Pradesh was considered as a very close competi- 
tor for the award. But in view of certain modi- 
fications in costumes, etc., made by the group, 
they were awarded the cup for being the next 
best. Four other teams considered outstanding 
were as follows : 


1. Hali Dance from Gujerat. 
2. Shaila Dance from Vindhya Pradesh. 
3. Laho Dance from Assam. 
4, Chini Dance from Himachal Pradesh. 


Programme of Folk Music : 


As a part of Republic Day Celebrations this 
year, a programme of folk music was also or- 
ganised on 29th January, by the Bharatiya Kala 
Kendra, a local cultural organisation. Quite a 
number of dance troupes which had come for 
the Folk Dance Festival participated in the pro- 
gramme which was very interesting and _reveal- 
ed the unique variety and richness of melody, 
rhythm, theme and expression. 


Film Awards : 

Like the Akadami Awards for music, dance 
and drama, the Akadami has decided to insti- 
tute Film Awards also ‘from this year. This 
year the following awards will be made: 

1. To the best Producer or Director of a 

feature film. 

2. Tothe best actor/actress in a feature 

film. 


__ Film organisations and institutions, film cri- 
tics and other individuals connected with films 
have been invited to recommend names of per- 
sons who, in their opinion, are qualified for 
these awards. 


Second National Music Festival : 


The Second National Music Festival is 
being held this time at Patna in the month of 
March 1956. It is being organised by the Bihar 
Academy of Dance, Music and Drama under 
the patronage of Shri R. R. Diwakar, Governor 
of Bihar. Sir Sultan Ahmed isthe Chairman of 
the Steering Committee. A large number of top, 
ranking artistes, like Ustad Amir Khan, Smt. 
Kesar Bai, Pandit Onkarnath Thakur have con- 
sented to paiticipate. 


Drama Seminar : 


Another event of particular importance for 
the theatre and drama lovers of the country is 
the forthcoming Drama Seminar organised by 
the Akadami. The Seminar will be. inaugurated 
by Dr. S. Radhakrishnan on 25th March 1956, 
and will continue for ten days. Shri Sachin Sen 
Gupta, a member of the Executive Board of the 
Akadami, will be Director of the Seminar which 
will be an important landmark in the history of 
theatre in India. A number of distinguished 
scholars, playwrights, actors and producers will 
read papers dealing with various aspects of the 
theatre. 





